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NEWSLETTER 
December 2015 

88th NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION AND EXPO 

In this month’s issue of our newsletter we focus on the amazing time we 
had in October in Louisville, KY.   We also had two role changes in our 
officer teams our chapter sentinel Jonathan Jennings is now our chapter 
reporter and Aaron Duncan is now our chapter sentinel.  We hope you 
enjoy this quarterly issue and we hope you enjoy this issue of the 
newsletter.  We’ll see you next month for our final issue of 2015 on the 
1st! 
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Credit: Ron Hoskins for the National FFA Organization 

Source: National FFA Organization - FFA Pulse 

Indianapolis is now the new home of the National FFA Convention 
While all of our members enjoyed their time in Louisville they will now have years to experience the great city 

of Indianapolis.  The National FFA Convention announced back in July that from 2016 until 2024 that this 

city will be the new home of the convention. 

We personally can’t wait to be able to see the sights, hear the excitement, and smell the world of what is 

Indianapolis.  2015 was the practice in a new era of the FFA now it’s game time and we are about to sweep 

our opponent. 

Read the full announcement here over on FFA Pulse 

Find out more about the convention over on the official page  

Click here to view the convention in review video! 

 

2 

 

https://pulse.ffa.org/index.php/2015/07/15/indianapolis-selected-as-national-ffa-convention-expo-host-through-2014/
https://pulse.ffa.org/index.php/2015/07/15/indianapolis-selected-as-national-ffa-convention-expo-host-through-2014/
https://www.ffa.org/events/conventionandexpo/indianapolis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAEWsUDBgMU


 

 

 

Here We Go! 
We start out at Cluckers and enjoy a nice lunch before we get settled into our hotel rooms. 

We went to this restaurant last year and they still have the same amazing service and food as 

they always do. Definitely recommend coming here if you are ever going to take a trip to 

Louisville. 

At this point in the trip the excitement to hear the tap of the gavel was starting to boil over. 

We have been waiting for months now ever since the announcement of the new theme for the 

year. We are so ready to celebrate the achievements of our fellow FFA members, hear from 

some amazing keynote speakers, and ravage the halls of the expo center ready to make our 

wallets cry for help as we buy as much as we can without thinking twice. 
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We are in the lead! 
Our next stop was Churchill Downs and we had an amazing time.  We got to get a quick tour 

of the downs.  Got to take some memorable photos and then got to let your true jockey come 

out when we were in the gift store.  Now it’s time to get settled down and get ready for the 

best four days of our week. 

There was also a trivia game to test your general knowledge of horse racing along with some 

facts that were told during the tour of the facility plus some others that only veteran fans 

would know.  

The first of our first day in Louisville was a thrill but it was sad to know this was our final year 

to be able to enjoy this amazing city.  It’s was now time for us to head off to our hotel rooms 

and take a break from our four hour drive. 
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#AmplifyFFA 
Now it’s time for convention to start.  As I mentioned above we had some amazing 

motivational speakers, retiring addresses from our national officers, and an expo that was 

very easy to get lost in and lose all your saved money in buying clothes, boots, buckles, etc. 

without even thinking twice. 

The picture above does not even due the venue justice when you want to talk about the raw 

emotion that was within us all.  The venue was huge but FFA always knows how to blow the 

roof anywhere we go and bring the energy of a small town to any place that we set foot in. 
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Time to Rock and Roll 
Thursday night we went to go see Clare Dunn and Kip Moore.   It couldn’t of been a more 

eventful, beautiful, and perfect night for all events that went down.  Both artists blowed the 

roof off of the KFC Yum! Center and we are crashed as soon as we got back to our hotel beds. 

This was a last minute decision from our officer team and we are still grateful weeks after 

that we decided to go ahead and attend the event.  As a fun fact for the day this was actually 

the first concert for our chapter reporter Jonathan Jennings and he enjoyed his very first 

experience.  

After such a fun night of losing our voices the funnest day of the trip was yet to come.  The 

next day we got to go to Cabela’s, go eat at the Cheesecake Factory, and go walk around a 

mall that only residents of everyone in Marion could dream of. 
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That’s All Folks! 
Jennifer Blankenship, Delani Napier-Graves, and Preston Lunon won their American Degrees 

during the final session of convention!  Congratulations to all three of you on your 

achievements in the FFA! 

The 88th National FFA Convention and Expo has had to be one of the best yet and with the 

convention now being in Indianapolis until 2024 we are expecting convention to even better 

than our wildest dreams we have for the event.  Indy we are ready for you and we hope you 

are ready to start blowing the roof off of the town every October. 

 

Premier Leadership. Personal Growth. Career Success. 

This newsletter is brought to you by our chapter reporter Jonathan Jennings.  If you would like to suggest any additions or 
provide feedback send an email to jjennings@students-marionunit2.org. 

© Marion FFA Chapter - Facebook - Twitter - Website 

Marion High School, 1700 Wildcat Drive, Marion, IL 62959 
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